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French  Legisla tion On Survei llance Camer as 

“Negli gence  in Use of Video Survei llance in Germa ny” 

Kais ersla uter n, Janu ary 29, 200 7. Mob otix  AG,  a man ufac ture r of netw ork cam eras 
base d in Kais ersla uter n, Ger man y, criti cize s the stat e of pub lic vide o surv eilla nce in 
Ger man y. The maj ority  of syst ems  curr entl y in use are outd ated . They  gen eral ly exh ibit 
very  poo r ima ge qua lity and  any  enla rgem ents  mad e of exis ting  ima ges prov e virtu ally 
usel ess in help ing to find  the offe nde r. “The  peo ple resp onsi ble for pub lic vide o surv eil- 
lanc e shou ld be accu sed of gros s neg ligen ce,”  com men ted Dr. Ralf  Hink el, foun der 
and  CEO  of Mob otix  AG.  “In Fran ce, app ropr iate  legis latio n has alre ady  bee n intro - 
duc ed to elim inat e this prob lem . But in Ger man y, pub lic tend ers cont inue  to spec ify 
out- of-d ate syst ems . Usin g new  tech nolo gies , how ever , wou ld not only  imp rove  pub lic 
safe ty, but the tax pay er wou ld prof it as well .” 

In the disc ussi on on expa ndin g vide o surv eilla nce in train  stati ons,  airp orts and  othe r pub lic 
build ings , qua lity is one  of the aspe cts that  is often  over look ed, cont inue d Ralf Hink el. “It just 
doe sn’t mak e sens e to simp ly incre ase the num ber of surv eilla nce cam eras  if, at the sam e 
time , the qua lity of the syst ems  is not imp rove d to prod uce usef ul ima ges. ” 

Corr espo ndin g legis latio n was  alre ady ena cted  in Fran ce last fall to stipu late wha t tech nolo - 
gica l requ irem ents  cam eras  for vide o surv eilla nce mus t mee t befo re they  can be used  in 
pub lic plac es. Dep end ing on how  the cam era syst ems  are used , this legis latio n spec ifies 
that  they  mus t have  a mini mum  reso lutio n of 704 x 576 pixe ls (app rox. 0.4 meg apix els) to 
gua rant ee deta il enla rgem ents  of a pers on's  face , for exam ple, with  a mini mum  reso lutio n 
of 90 x 60 pixe ls. A fram e rate  of at leas t 12 fram es per seco nd in the reco rded  vide o strea m 
is also  requ ired . 95 perc ent of all syste ms curr ently  insta lled in pub lic plac es in Germ any fail 
to mee t thes e spec ifica tions  beca use they  are base d on an outd ated  stan dard  for telev ision 
tech nolo gy that  is som e 50 year s old. “We  wou ld like to see the peo ple in char ge in 
Germ any initia te a disc ussi on simi lar to the one  in Fran ce,” Ralf Hink el said . “This  type  of 
legis latio n wou ld mak e pub lic safe ty muc h mor e mod ern and  effec tive. ” 

Mob otix deve lops  and  man ufac ture s fully  digit al IP cam eras  that  wor k on the basi s of a 
high -per form ance  com pute r integ rate d dire ctly in the cam era.  This  mak es it poss ible to 
deliv er and  store  ima ges with  a reso lutio n of 1.3 meg apix els. In the so-c alled  VGA  reso lutio n 
(640  x 480  pixe ls), the cam eras  crea te a smo oth vide o strea m with  up to 30 ima ges per 
seco nd. “Wit h spec s like thes e, we can mor e than  mee t the dem and s of the Fren ch legis la- 
tion, ” Ralf Hink el reve aled . 

Beca use of their  high  reso lutio n, the Mob otix syst ems  requ ire sign ifica ntly fewe r cam eras  to 
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prov ide high ly deta iled surv eilla nce than  conv entio nal vide o syst ems . Even t-co ntro lled 
reco rdin g also  ensu res that  fewe r stora ge PCs are nece ssar y. Mob otix cam eras  are 

also  extre mely  low- mai nten ance  and  do not requ ire any extra  cabl es beca use pow er can 
be supp lied via the netw ork cabl ing. Ralf Hink el poin ted out:  “And  that  save s mon ey, whic h 
wou ld also  mak e the Germ an tax paye r hap py. Afte r all, the que stion  of cost  is one  of the 
maj or argu men ts in the curr ent disc ussi on abo ut expa ndin g vide o surv eilla nce in pub lic 
plac es.” 

Com pan y Prof ile 

MOB OTIX  deve lops  and  man ufac ture s HiRe s IP cam eras  for vide o surv eilla nce and  web 
attra ction  solu tions  via netw ork. The com pan y, foun ded  in 1999 , ope rate s at a glob al scal e 
usin g qua lified  distr ibuto rs and  com mer cial busi ness  part ners .  

MOB OTIX  HiRe s cam eras  are digit al meg a pixe l cam eras  whic h reco rd 12-ti mes  mor e 
deta ils as 95%  of exis ting surv eilla nce syst ems . The high  ima ge reso lutio n redu ces the 
num ber of cam eras  need ed and  toge ther  with  the low pow er cons ump tion via netw ork 
cabl e and  the m ainte nan ce free  syst em desi gn t he over all cost s are mini mize d. The dece n- 
traliz ed conc ept of MOB OTIX  with  integ rate d intel ligen ce brid ges netw ork failu res and  ban d- 
widt h fluct uatio ns whil e reco rdin g. MxC ontr olCe nter , a prof essi ona l licen se free  vide o/al arm 
man age men t softw are for an unlim ited num ber of cam eras  and  user s is avai lable  free  of 
char ge with  ever y MOB OTIX  cam era.  The softw are offer s not only  fluen t ima ges or even t 
rese arch  on seve ral cam eras  but also  post  ima ge proc essi ng, lens  disto rtion  corr ectio n and 
sync hron ized  rese arch  of even ts on seve ral cam eras . 
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